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Elders Report 2024 

The Journey Continues 

 
We continue to see God working in people’s lives and the maturity of the body of Christ at 
LifeStream is gratifying and we continue to work towards the Great Commission in the ways that 
God has called each one of us to do. The was a general sense of settled contentment in where God 
was taking us and LifeStream continued to be a small tight community that supported and cared 
for each other. 
 
The eldership still strongly believes in the call of God on LifeStream and, like many other Christian 
churches the Western world, we are finding that people are becoming less receptive to the 
message of the Gospel. That does not mean that God has given up on them, but we will work 
within his sovereign will with people in his way and his timing. The disruptions of COVID have 
shaken many to their core and left many unsure of what they had put their “faith” in. This is a great 
opportunity for the Gospel. 
 
The eldership continues to seek God’s guidance for LifeStream on a regular basis with a particular 
focus on hearing his heart. We encourage each member of LifeStream to likewise seek his heart for 
your own life and listen to him during your week to understand where he would have you and 
what message he wants to bring through your life. 
 
Regards and God’s Blessing 
The Elders: Michael Branch, Marjorie Waugh, Peter and Kim Taylor. 
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Missions & Discipleship Report 2024 
 
Report prepared by Peter Taylor 
 
 

Australian and Local Missions 
Our local mission for many in the church was sharing to those in one’s household or 
neighbourhood, the grace and mercy of a loving Father. This has been to implement one Sunday a 
month to outreach at Erindale Shopping centre. At the same time small teams of members go 
Prayer walking around the streets of Wanniassa (close to Church) and engaging with the 
community that they meet on these walks. 
 
Men’s group that meets on the last Tuesday of each month is still going strong.  The aim is to 
encourage men who may not have a connection to another church body in a non-threatening 
environment outside of a church context, to challenge men where they are at within their walk 
with God and to encourage them to go deeper into His Presence.  
 
The regular ladies’ group that runs on a Thursday morning also has a discipleship focus and 
continues to minister to those ladies that can attend. 
 
Marjorie runs a regular discipleship group fortnightly on a Wednesday night that is focussed on 
DMM training and education to build capacity for all those in the small group to reach out to those 
that God brings across their paths to have opportunity for God Conversations.  
 

International Missions 
As part of Lifestream’s commitment to the Australian Charities and Not for Profits Commission 
(ACNC), we continue to review our compliance with respect to international missionaries. This is and 
will be, an ongoing activity to make sure that our integrity is upheld as an active community church 
that works within the local and international communities. 
 
 
Activities the missionaries we support have been involved with are below in alphabetical order. 
 
Carrasco’s	
During 2024 the Carasco’s continued to work within the new ministry that is entitled Hope Zone. 
This ministry has acquired a previous church’s block of land where Circulo Andante was already 
running and aims to create a full ministry that includes children and their families to reach out to the 
whole community. The Hope Zone ministry is focussed on four primary areas: 
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1) Circulo Andante children’s ministry 
2) A work experience ministry in carpentry 
3) ‘Minions’ youth ministry 
4) Classroom  

 
Additionally, the Carrasco’s have continued to work with a ladies’ sewing group that builds small 
business skills in women in the Ensenada area and Oscar is still running the Hope for Homes ministry 
that builds homes for those in the community that YWAY is working within. 
 
 
Hays		
At the end of the 2023 calendar year, both David and Janenne stepped down from all Lifestream 
mission activity and have relocated permanently to Wollongong NSW.   
 
 
JCLCM,	the	Flores’	and	Bautistas’	
LSCF as one of the many financial supporters for JCLCM, continue to pray for the pastors and church 
community as they reach into this very poor area of Manila. 
 
 
MercyLink	and	the	Parr’s		
 
There are two area’s that Rupert and Angel focus on in outreach ministry. The first is via the church 
that they have planted within MercyLink facilities, and this ministry continues to grow in numbers. 
They have an active leadership team that covers many ministries within the church and children and 
youth are their biggest growth area.  
 
The second area is the children school sponsorship program that identifies those families and their 
children most in need, for support via this sponsorship program to attend school each year. 
 
This again is a major ministry with the support of the Barkley family, that grows in the number of 
children being sponsored by many within LSCF community and across other churches in Canberra. 
The ministry is having an impact on the village as more and more children from poorer families are 
educated and able to obtain better paid jobs to support their families. 
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Pastoral Care Report for 2024 
 
At present, LifeStream continues to not have a designated Pastoral Care co-ordinator.   

The daytime ladies’ weekly group has been meeting for prayer, Bible study, fellowship and mutual 
care since 2013, I believe, and has been a valued opportunity for our ladies to encourage one 
another in their growth in Christ over the years. The ladies met most Thursday mornings during 
2024 from 10 am till about 11.30 am in the Meeting Room at church. Once a month they would 
meet at the Erindale Vikings Club for morning tea to celebrate a birthday.  
 
These gatherings consisted of enjoying a cuppa and chat, sharing in praise, noting prayer needs 
and lifting these to God, plus meditating on God’s Word using the Discipleship Bible Study method. 
Scriptures studied have included the lives of Hannah and Anna the Prophetess, the theme of “joy”, 
1 and 2 Peter, and various favourite Scripture passages that the ladies enjoyed… many coming 
from the Psalms.  
 
Each week the ladies were encouraged to give a small donation towards supporting the Mercy Link 
Ladies’ Bible study groups in the Philippines, led by Angel Parr. Generally, they were able to send 
$40 every few months to these ladies, which was much appreciated. The money was used to 
provide drink and food following the Bible Studies led by Angel.  
 
LifeStream’s second ladies group met at night on a fortnightly basis to accommodate those who 
were full-time workers so that they too could have opportunity to grow. The theme for LifeStream 
of growing in faith and trust gave these women opportunity to delve deeper into the ways of God 
seeking opportunities for growth. A text was used to help foster this and lead us through many 
opportunities to spend time in God’s word, listening for God’s voice individually and together, as 
well as supporting each other in prayer both in the meeting time as well as on a daily basis, using 
Messenger to communicate any needs that arose. Many prayers were answered as a result and 
helped us to keep focused on God and His ways.  
 
It was great to visit those who were unable to come to our meetings on a Sunday and to encourage 
and pray for those who were unwell. We appreciate all who are involved with visiting and caring for 
the body of Christ. 

Presented by Marjorie Waugh. 
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Prayer and Worship Report 2024 
  

 Marjorie Waugh continued to lead this ministry during 2024. We continued our Sunday meetings 
in our church building and via Zoom for those overseas or unable to attend when necessary. 2024 
sees the leadership team continue to pray for each of LSCF congregation on a monthly roster. We 
also have continued to pray within the LifeStream service in small groups for approximately 10 
mins each week. This is a key feature of our commitment to being a praying people.  
 
We continue to take time one Sunday a month for prayer walking and being present and available 
for the opportunity for spiritual conversations with a focus on the Erindale Centre area. This has 
also included the occasional time of teaching about DMM by Marjorie.   

We continue to have a variety of people bringing the messages each week and our focus in 2024 
has been on growing in faith and trust in God, having finished Romans. As an eldership, we felt it 
was time to build a greater understanding of this, giving each speaker the opportunity to choose 
what they felt was the ‘one thing’ for them to speak on, continuing this to the end of the year. As 
the year progressed, we saw both those speaking and those receiving grow in their capacity to 
have faith and trust God as they negotiated their way through the year. 

Each time we as a congregation gather our small worship team faithfully leads us into the presence 
of God. We continue to see people touched as God ministers to different individuals at their point 
of need.  
  
Although being small in number, the eldership felt that it was time to make prayer and worship 
have a greater presence in both our service and our lives so we took the  opportunity to return to a 
regular prayer and worship meeting within our weekly Sunday congregational gathering.  
  
As we regularly seek God, He continues to encourage us to keep trusting Him to grow us and keep 
us moving in His purposes for LifeStream.  
  
Marjorie Waugh  
Prayer & Worship Coordinator 
 
  



152 Langdon Avenue, Wanniassa ACT 2903  Phone: 02 6231 8332   
ABN: 94208377358  

 
 

Church Support Report for 2024 
 
Overview of Church Support Ministry 
The Church Support Ministry covers the following essential services to the church body and the 
other ministry teams: 
 

• Financial management 
• WHS 
• Information Technology 
• Administrative support 
• Communications 
• Facilities 
• Legal 

 
2024	Report	
This year the financial management team comprised Kristelle Mann who undertakes the day-to-
day running of the financials of the church, Kristelle was supervised by Michael Branch, the church 
treasurer. Additionally, Graham Mortimer & Peter Taylor provided invaluable assistance in liaison 
with government and other agencies and day to day approvals of invoices and other financial 
management tasks. 
 
The purpose of the facilities is to provide a place of worship, ministry and administration for the 
outworking of God’s purposes in and through LifeStream. There were five user groups of the 
LifeStream facility, LifeStream itself, Samoan AOG Church, Big Improvements Tutoring, Capital 
Healing Rooms and OAC. OAC took up space in our back offices, 1.5 offices during a normal week. 
Capital Healing Rooms have taken over the lease on the manse and are now using that to provide 
ministry services to people across Canberra. This ministry has saved a significant amount of money 
by leasing from LifeStream rather than a commercial rental arrangement. This has enabled them to 
provide more services and reduced fundraising burden on the organisation.  
 
 It is a blessing that our facilities are supporting such a great range of Christian ministries striving to 
worship and glorify God through His Son as empowered by the Holy Spirit.  
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WHS	
LifeStream’s WHS functions are primarily provided through the office and Rusty Streatfield as our 
safety officer. Thankfully no incidents occurred during 2024. 
 
Information	Technology	
The information technology area remained relatively static during 2024 owing to it working reliably 
and there being no major needs to be addressed. The IT systems are working well and cost 
effective for LifeStream’s needs. 
 
Facilities	
A rolling five-year strategic plan has been development for the LifeStream facilities, incorporating 
all buildings and grounds, this plan regularly reviewed by the management team and updated 
where required to reflect the next 5 years.  
 
During 2024 only minor repair and maintenance works were undertaken. Updating of signage as 
you enter the church carpark, building the new storage cabinets in back hall, and six-monthly 
reviews of electrical and fire safety services, and regular cleaning service each week provided by 
Kim and Peter to maintain hygiene safety for all who enter the facility. 
 
In addition to the planned developments, the priority for urgent works is on providing safe, secure 
and healthy facilities. All users of the LifeStream facilities are encouraged to care for the facilities, 
report any concerns to the Church Office, and appreciate God’s blessing through the facilities. The 
support of others in caring for the facilities is sincerely appreciated.  
 

Legal	
Unfortunately, the resolution of the historic child abuse claim against LifeStream was still active 
during 2024 and likely will continue for another year or more. The legal team supporting 
Lifestream has concluded that no actual child abuse occurred after interviewing all leaders from 
that period. Lifestream’s Legal team continues to contest the claim. 
 
This claim was for abuse that allegedly occurred sometime in 1993 or early 1994. We worked with 
a legal firm on the initial investigation and then the case was handed over to the insurance 
company from that period. We will keep the members of Lifestream informed of the progress as 
we learn more. 
 
Michael Branch 
Interim Church Support Leader 
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Summary	of	Auditor’s	Report		
The financial accounts for the year to 31 December 2024 have been independently audited by 
Gorrell Long Robertson Accountants. The auditor’s report states that the accounts have been 
prepared in accordance with the relevant Act and presents a true and fair view of the financial 
position of LifeStream Christian Fellowship as of 31 December 2024 and over the period 1 January 
2024 to 31 December 2024. The Auditor’s report along with the church’s financial statements will 
be sent to the Office of Regulatory Services in compliance with our obligations as an Incorporated 
Association.  

Summary	of	Balance	Sheet		
LifeStream’s total net assets at 31 December 2024 are $627,942 compared to the end of 2023 of 
$603,000. 
The accounts show a net operating profit for the period of $47,043 and total available cash funds 
at the end of the year of $91,578. This compares with a net operating profit for the previous year 
of $29,348 and available cash funds at the end of the previous year of $63,748. 

This reflects our continued income from supporting other ministries plus careful management of 
expenditure. 

Comparison	of	Offerings	2024	to	2022		
        Total income  Weekly Average  
Financial Year 2024 $ 95,861 $ 1,843 
Financial Year 2023 $ 78,036 $ 1,500 
Financial Year 2022   $ 55,704 $ 1,071 
   
Missions		
With 20% of all general offerings received going to missions, approximately $18,731 has been used 
for missions. The previous year was $8,380. This represents a significant level of giving to missions, 
especially during our first fully post pandemic year and reflects the heart of missions within 
LifeStream Christian Fellowship.  
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Operating	Cost		
   FY 2024    FY 2023  

 Employment expenses $ 8,889   $ 9,194 
 Utilities expenses  $ 8,082   $ 6,295 
 General administration expenses  $19,932   $24,754 
 Department expenses, except Missions  $ 551    $ 400  

	
During	2024	

• Hire of the church buildings to Samoan AOG Church, Big Improvements Tutoring (a 
Christian tutoring organisation), Capital Healing Rooms and OAC Ministries continuing 
during 2024. 

• Administration expenses was lower due to a significant reduction in Repairs and 
maintenance on the LifeStream facility. 

• Rental of the manse by Capital Healing Rooms continued in 2024. 
 

 
2025	Budget	
A copy of the Church budget is attached. To cover the operating expenses of the church the 
offering for 2025 will need to be approximately $61,300 or $1,178 per week.  

Conclusions		
(1)  As at 31 December 2024, LifeStream’s total net assets, total available cash funds and the solid 

profit place it in a better position than at the end of 2023. 
(2) The income for the year 2024 was approximately 22% higher than the previous year, and the 

internal expenses were also approximately equal. This was due to improved offerings, rental and 
hall hire fees. 

 
The ministry of Church Treasurer enables other ministries to function. Effective operation of this 
ministry ensures:  

• Ministry resources are paid for; 
• LifeStream members’ mission support is distributed in a timely manner to our mission 

partners and overseas missionaries; 
• the payment of salaries and entitlements; and   
• the remittance of bills for services provided to LifeStream. 

 
The Treasurer in combination with the Church Secretary interfaces with many external 
organisations, such as:  

• the Australian Taxation Office,   
• the Australian Bureau of Statistics,  
• the Australian Charities and Not for profit Commission, 
• the ACT Office of regulatory Services 
• insurance companies, and other private companies.  

 

These activities represent both LifeStream’s statutory obligations and business requirements. 
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Kristelle Mann continued to be engaged by LifeStream to provide bookkeeping services. Graham 
Mortimer has provided invaluable assistance in interactions with government agencies and payroll 
activities on an ad hoc basis.  
 
Thank you to Kristelle, Peter and Graham for all they have done during the year. 
 
Michael Branch 
Treasurer 
May 2024 
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Trust Account Transactions for Financial Year 2024 
  

LifeStream Christian Fellowship 
152 Langdon Ave, 

Wanniassa, ACT, 2903 
  
  

Account Transactions [Accrual] 
January 2024 To December 2024 

      
    Debit Credit 
      
      
      

2-7100 Kidstream Sponsorship $1,672,75 $1,583.90 
2-7300 Parrs $20,544.00 $21,619.00 
2-7400 Carrascos $14,685.00 $15,400.00 
2-7335 Mechelle Moore $1,405.00 $1,555.00 
2-7500 MercyLink $120.00 $710.00 
2-7600 Bernard & Mely Flores $257.50 $482.50 
2-7700 Nelson & Jenny Bautista $744.50 $937.50 
2-7820 Student Sponsorship $220.00 $0.00 
   Totals $37,976.00 $42,287.90 
    

 
  

  
  

  
        

 
  
Funds in the Trust Accounts are held in trust for various mission projects. This represents 
contributions from both LifeStream church members and other external parties that wish use 
LifeStream’s existing processes to direct their support payments to these mission projects. 



 

Budget Financial Year 2025 
  
See attached Budget spreadsheet. 

 


