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Elders Report 2022 

Our first post-COVID year. 

 
2022 was mostly a return to a pre-COVID way of conducting church. 2022 was also the first signs 
for LifeStream of God beginning to do a new thing within our congregation. The was a general 
sense of settled contentment in where God was taking us and LifeStream continued to be a small 
tight community that supported and cared for each other. 
 
2022 continued to affected our ability to continue to build relationships with other pastors and 
church leaders around the Tuggeranong Valley. Our involvement in the Pastors and Leaders prayer 
groups changed as Murray and Caroline moved on during the beginning of the year and then 
during the later part of the year the Friday morning meeting ceased to operate due to changes at 
Harvest. The other Tuesday lunchtime prayer meeting continued to operate with some of the 
pastors and leaders who met on Friday moving to Tuesday. The LifeStream elders would like to see 
a second morning meeting start up again but we don’t have the resources to assist in making this 
at present. 
 
The eldership still strongly believes in the call of God on LifeStream and, like many other Christian 
churches the Western world, we are finding that people are becoming less receptive to the 
message of the Gospel. That does not mean that God has given up on them but we will work his 
sovereign will with people in his way and his timing. The disruptions of both 2020 and 2021 have 
shaken many to their core and left many unsure of what they had put their “faith” in. This is a great 
opportunity for the Gospel. 
 
The eldership continues to seek God’s guidance for LifeStream on a regular basis with a particular 
focus on hearing his heart. We encourage each member of LifeStream to likewise seek his heart for 
your own life and listen to him during your week to understand where he would have you and 
what message he wants to bring through your life. 
 
Regards and God’s Blessing 
The Elders: Michael Branch, Marjorie Waugh, Peter and Kim Taylor. 
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Missions & Discipleship Report 2022 
 
Report prepared by Peter Taylor 
 
Australian and Local Missions 
Our local mission for many in the church was sharing to those in one’s household or 
neighbourhood, the grace and mercy of a loving Father. During the pandemic, the world tried hard 
to push people apart. It was using “fear of sickness” as its tactic but I know that God’s grace 
overcomes all fear so this tactic will fail as people lean on each other to survive. It is assuring to 
know that God is above all things, good and evil, and that no matter how bad the situation may 
feel there is HOPE for all the Sons and Daughters in Christ.  
 
Peter and Michael created a Men’s group that meets on the last Tuesday of each month. The 
principle aim of this group is discipleship for men, both those within LifeStream and others who 
may not have a connection to another church body. This group began in late 2017, with a pause 
during the COVID restriction period of 2020 and 2021 and continued to be run throughout 2022 
and into the future. The aim is to encourage men who may not have a connection to another 
church body in a non-threatening environment outside of a church context, to challenge men 
where they are at within their walk with God and to encourage them to go deeper into His 
Presence.  
 
The regular ladies’ group that runs on a Thursday morning also has a discipleship focus and 
continues to minister to the ladies that attend it. 
 
Marjorie runs a regular discipleship group fortnightly on a Wednesday night that is focussed on 
DMM training and education to build capacity for all those in the small group to reach out to those 
that God brings across their paths to have opportunity for God Conversations.  
 
International Missions 
As part of Lifestream’s commitment to the Australian Charities and Not for Profits Commission 
(ACNC), we continue to review our compliance with respect to international missionaries. This is and 
will be, an ongoing activity to make sure that our integrity is upheld as an active community church 
that works within the local and international communities. 
 
Activities the missionaries we support have been involved with are below in alphabetical order. 
 
Carrascos 
During 2022 the Carassco’s started a new ministry that extends and includes the existing Circulo 
Andante ministry. This new ministry entitled Hope Zone has acquired a previous church’s block of 
land where Circulo Andante was already running and aims to create a full ministry that includes 
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children and their families to reach out to the the whole community. The Hope Zone ministry is 
focussed on three primary areas: 

1) Circulo Andante children’s ministry 
2) A work experience ministry in carpentry 
3) Minions youth ministry 
4) Mobile classroom 

 
Additionally, the Carrascos have continued to work with a ladies’ sewing group that builds small 
business skills in women in the Ensenada area. 
 
The Carrascos spent 2 months back home in Australia on home assignment. They thoroughly enjoyed 
their time in Australia and returned to Mexico reinvigorated and looking forward to their new 
adventures. 
 
Hays  
The Hays spent most of 2022 in Australia on home assignment. This time was mostly spent in 
Wollongong getting Rachael set-up for her next adventure of a nursing qualification. The Hays also 
spent time having a well-deserved rest after a very long period of ministry in South Africa with limited 
external support due to COVID induced travel limitations. Taking this time to rest was strongly 
supported by the Eldership. 
 
Rachael Hay was diagnosed with a significant heart condition in late 2022 that required open heart 
surgery. This extended the Hays stay in Australia causing them to spend extended periods of time in 
Sydney during pre- and post-operative care. Thankfully Rachael came through the surgery well and 
has made a full recovery and the future looks positive. 
 
JCLCM, the Flores’ and Bautistas’ 
Restrictions due to COVID outbreaks within Manila made it hard for the Bautistas’ and Flores’ to earn 
income, as the JCLCM church was closed most of the year. This was also the same for many members 
within the church congregation, who are dependent on working in the streets to earn money to then 
buy food for their families.  
 
LSCF was able to increase giving during this time of hardship to support JCLCM. 
 
Jenny Bautista continued her breast cancer treatment.  
 
 
MercyLink and the Parrs  
 
Rupert and Angel started the year reflecting on the impact that COVID had during the 2020 to 2021 
period on the village community and members of their church. Slowly the members of the 
community church at Mercy Link began returning and by February of 2022, many had returned to 
attending on a regular basis. This month was also Angel’s special birthday (50th) and celebrations 
were held within the church with church family and friends.  
 
Over the next two quarters the church celebrated baptisms of members who gave their lives to 
Christ, outreach evangelism events that saw many from the village communities around come to 
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hear God’s word preached and some of these villagers gave their lives to Christ. This was truly God’s 
blessing being poured out through His faithful saints.  
 
Environmental challenges such as cyclones, made its mark on the island and through generous 
donations, some from LSCF. Rupert and Angel were able to assist families with food and help rebuild 
broken homes. 
 
It was also the year that Narelle and Gary Barkley returned to Australia from working on Mindoro 
Island and assisting with the school sponsorship program. Their friendship will be greatly missed by 
the Church community, especially Ruper and Angel, who benefitted from their support. The year 
also saw the blessing of this for the 2022 - 2023 school year. Praise God. 
 
On 31 July, 2022, the Church at Mercy Link celebrated their 9th anniversary, a party celebration 
where the hall was filled with laughter and buzzing with conversations, sounds that were rare during 
the past two-year COVID period. God is faithful. 
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Discipleship and Pastoral Care Report for 2022 
 
In the area of Pastoral Care, 2022 was the first full year of the “new normal” of face-to-face meetings 
without the disruption of COVID outbreaks. At present, LifeStream does not have a designated 
Pastoral Care co-ordinator.  

During this year, there were life-threatening health issues within the Body of Christ. One of our 
elderly ladies collapsed at home with a seizure and ending up in hospital for many weeks going on 
to a rehabilitation program. Praise God for her recovery!  Also, two ladies in the church had Covid 
very seriously…one ending up in hospital and the other suffering from Long Covid.  Of course, it was 
almost impossible to visit these ladies in hospital due to Covid rules. We are very thankful to God for 
their recovery. 

Other matters needing prayer were Rachel Hay having complicated open-heart surgery near the end 
of 2022, and then her father David needing an operation to remove cancer from his nose. 

Concern for employment opportunities within the Body was another matter for prayer. 
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Visitation 
It was great to visit those who were unable to come to our meetings on a Sunday and to encourage 
and pray for those who were unwell. We appreciate all who are involved with visiting and caring for 
the body of Christ.  

Ladies’ Connect Groups 
At both the Thursday Ladies’ Group and the group meeting in Marjorie’s home each week, the group 
members become aware of needs, and take the opportunity to pray, plus give practical support 
where needed. They also spent time studying the Bible for inspiration and opportunity to grow in 
their understanding who God is and what He is wanting to do through us as His people. 
 

Men’s Ministry	
Thanks to Peter Taylor for organizing the monthly gathering of Lifestream men (including some men 
with past connections with our church) to meet over a dinner at the Erindale Vikings’ Club. This has 
given opportunity for the men to be aware of needs within the group, thus offering help and prayer. 

LSCF 

In 2022, among the congregation, there was a renewed sense of relying on and trusting God for 
safety, public gatherings (with social distancing) as more opportunity to meet face-to-face came. It 
has been a good time to reflect and wait on God during the continuation of this unusual time. God 
is good all the time. We give Him the glory and honour for keeping us safe during 2022.  
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Prayer and Worship Report 2022 
 

 
Marjorie Waugh continued to lead this ministry during 2022. We continued our Sunday meetings in 
our church building and via Zoom for those overseas or unable to attend when necessary. 2022 
sees the leadership team continue to pray for each of LSCF congregation on a monthly roster. We 
also have continued to pray within service in small groups for approximately 10 mins each week. 
This is a key feature of our commitment to being a praying people. 
We continue to take time one Sunday a month for prayer walking and being present and available 
for the opportunity for spiritual conversations with a focus on the Erindale Centre area. This has 
also included the occasional time of teaching about DMM by Deborah & Marjorie.  

We continue to have a variety of people bringing the messages each week and our focus has been 
on finishing the gospel of Mark, then the letter to the Ephesians and we finished most of Romans 
before the end of the year. 

Each time we as a congregation gather our small worship team faithfully leads us into the presence 
of God. We continue to see people touched as God ministers to different individuals at their point 
of need. 
 
Being small in number there has been no opportunity as yet to return to a regular prayer and 
worship meeting outside of our weekly Sunday congregational gathering. Although this is still a 
desire of the Eldership. 
 
As we regularly seek God He continues to encourage us to keep trusting Him to grow us and keep 
us moving in His purposes for LifeStream. 
 
Marjorie Waugh 
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Church Support Report for 2022 
 
Overview of Church Support Ministry 
The Church Support Ministry covers the following essential services to the church body and the 
other ministry teams: 

1) Financial management 
2) WHS 
3) Information Technology 
4) Administrative support 
5) Communications 
6) Facilities 

 
2022	Report	
This year the financial management team comprised Kristelle Mann who undertakes the day-to-
day running of the financials of the church, Kristelle was supervised by Michael Branch, the church 
treasurer. Additionally, Graham Mortimer & Peter Taylor provided invaluable assistance in liaison 
with government and other agencies and day to day approvals of invoices and other financial 
management tasks. 
 
The purpose of the facilities is to provide a place of worship, ministry and administration for the 
outworking of God’s purposes in and through LifeStream. There were four user groups of the 
LifeStream facility, LifeStream itself, Samoan AOG Church, Big Improvements Tutoring, and 
Tabernacle of David. Tabernacle of David will not be returning to use the LIfeStream facility in 
2023. Unlike the two previous years there were no periods of time where the LifeStream facility 
was required to be closed (as opposed to approximately 5 months across 2021). It is a blessing that 
our facilities are able to support such a great range of Christian ministries striving to worship and 
glorify God through His Son as empowered by the Holy Spirit.  
 
WHS	
LifeStream’s WHS functions are primarily provided through the office and Rusty Streatfield as our 
safety officer. Thankfully no incidents occurred during 2022. 
 
Information	Technology	
The information technology area remained relatively static during 2022 owing to it working reliably 
and there being no major needs to be addressed. The implementation of Elvanto Church 
Management software was decided to be ceased in late 2022 as the functions can be provided by 
the Worship Tools suite the creative ministries uses and our existing Sharepoint/Teams 
environment. 
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Facilities	
Back in 2015 we adopted a five-year strategic plan for the development of the LifeStream facilities, 
incorporating all buildings and grounds. During 2022 only minor repair and maintenance works 
were undertaken. 
 
In addition to the planned developments, the priority for urgent works is on providing safe, secure 
and healthy facilities. All users of the LifeStream facilities are encouraged to care for the facilities, 
report any concerns to the Church Office, and appreciate God’s blessing through the facilities. The 
support of others in caring for the facilities is sincerely appreciated.  
 
With the reduction of requirements for COVID-19 management during 2022 we have seen a return 
to more pre-COVID style management approach, which has simplified life for all users of our 
facility. 
 
Michael Branch 
Interim Church Support Leader 
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Summary	of	Auditor’s	Report		
The financial accounts for the year to 31 December 2022 have been independently audited by 
Gorrell Long Robertson Accountants. The auditor’s report states that the accounts have been 
prepared in accordance with the relevant Act and presents a true and fair view of the financial 
position of LifeStream Christian Fellowship as of 31 December 2022 and over the period 1 January 
2022 to 31 December 2022. The Auditor’s report along with the church’s financial statements will 
be sent to the Office of Regulatory Services in compliance with our obligations as an Incorporated 
Association.  

Summary	of	Balance	Sheet		
LifeStream’s total net assets at 31 December 2022 are $627,314 compared to the end of 2021 of 
$657,949. 
The accounts show a net operating profit for the period of $9,720 and total available cash funds at 
the end of the year of $63,077. This compares with a net loss for the previous year of $42,512 and 
available cash funds at the end of the previous year of $63,846. 

This reflects the reduction in staff costs through Murray and Caroline leaving and the freeing up of 
COVID related income loss during this year.  

Comparison	of	Offerings	2022	to	2020		
        Total income  Weekly Average  
Financial Year 2022   $ 55,704 $ 1,071 
Financial Year 2021   $ 78,627 $ 1,512 
Financial Year 2020   $ 36,477 $ 701 
   
Missions		
With 20% of all general offerings received going to missions, approximately $6,480 has been used 
for missions. The previous year was $20,261. This represents a significant level of giving to 
missions, especially during our first fully post pandemic year and reflects the heart of missions 
within LifeStream Christian Fellowship.  

Operating	Cost		
   FY 2022    FY 2021  

 Employment expenses $22,057   $100,468 
 Utilities expenses  $  4,932   $  5,780 
 General administration expenses  $12,110   $19,422 
 Department expenses, except Missions  $ 300    $ 911  

	
During	2021	

• Hire of the church building to Samoan AOG Church continued, with Big Improvements 
Tutoring (a Christian tutoring organisation) and Tabernacle of David continuing during 2022. 
Big Improvements had multiple challenges internally during 2022 that they worked 
through. 

• Rental of the manse was ongoing. 
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Looking	forward	into	2022	
• A significant change that occurred during early 2022 was Murray and Caroline Hewitt resigning from 

their roles at LifeStream. The eldership took the opportunity to not replace them in their roles 
during 2022 to give the church finances a chance to rebuild post pandemic. 

 

2022	Budget	
A copy of the Church budget is attached. To cover the operating expenses of the church the 
offering for 2023 will need to be approximately $56,071 or $1,078 per week.  

Conclusions		
(1)  As at 31 December 2022, LifeStream’s total net assets, total available cash funds and the small 

profit place it in a better position than at the end of 2021. 

(2) The income for the year 2022 was approximately 30% lower than the previous year, but the internal 
expenses were also significantly lower. 

 
The ministry of Church Treasurer enables other ministries to function. Effective operation of this 
ministry ensures:  

• Ministry resources are paid for; 
• LifeStream members’ mission support is distributed in a timely manner to our mission 

partners and overseas missionaries; 
• the payment of salaries and entitlements; and   
• the remittance of bills for services provided to LifeStream. 

 
The Treasurer in combination with the Church Secretary interfaces with many external 
organisations, such as:  

• the Australian Taxation Office,   
• the Australian Bureau of Statistics,  
• the Australian Charities and Not for profit Commission, 
• the ACT Office of regulatory Services 
• insurance companies, and other private companies.  

 

These activities represent both LifeStream’s statutory obligations and business requirements. 

Kristelle Mann continued to be engaged by LifeStream to provide bookkeeping services, with 
Janeane Thompson finishing up in 2022 as Kristelle did not require Janeane’s support anymore. 
Graham Mortimer has provided invaluable assistance in interactions with government agencies 
and payroll activities. Peter Taylor took over the secretaries roles during 2022 and also provided 
invaluable support to the Treasurer during 2022. 
 
Thank you to Kristelle, Peter and Graham for all they have done during the year. 
 
Michael Branch 
Treasurer 
May 2023 
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Trust Account Transactions for Financial Year 2022 
  

LifeStream Christian Fellowship 
152 Langdon Ave, 

Wanniassa, ACT, 2903 
  
  

Account Transactions [Accrual] 
January 2022 To December 2022 

      
    Debit Credit 
      
      
      

2-7100 Kidstream Sponsorship $600.00 $749.00 
2-7300 Parrs $8,743.00 $11,498.20 
2-7400 Carrascos $8,813.00 $7,515.00 
2-7450 Hay Family Support $555.00 $10,765.00 
2-7500 MercyLink $0.00 $210.00 
2-7600 Bernard & Mely Flores $600.00 $600.00 
2-7700 Nelson & Jenny Bautista $0.00 $2,60.00 
   Totals $19,311.00 $31,597.20 
    

 
  

  
  

  
        

 
  
Funds in the Trust Accounts are held in trust for various mission projects. This represents 
contributions from both LifeStream church members and other external parties that wish use 
LifeStream’s existing processes to direct their support payments to these mission projects. 



 

Budget Financial Year 2023 
  
See attached Budget spreadsheet. 

 


