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Elders Report 2021 

Certainty in an uncertain world. 

 
2021 was very much a continuing of 2020 particularly with respect to the effects of COVID. The 
Elders had sense that there would be a change in 2020, when the bushfires occurred in late 2019 
and early 2020, we thought we had seen a message to Australia. Little did we know what was to 
come next. If 2020 has taught us anything it is that situations can change rapidly and we need to 
know where our help comes from. 2021 continued this theme, as an Eldership we continue to get 
the sense that God is stirring things up and this is all part of his larger plan for humanity. 
 
2021 was also challenging in our ability to get out of “do ministry”. This in a way “forced us” more 
into the prayer closet. We continued (when possible) to learn and explore discipleship making and 
when not able to meet physically we prayed for people within our sphere of influence. 
 
2021 continued to affected our ability to continue to build relationships with other pastors and 
church leaders around the Tuggeranong Valley. Our involvement in the Pastors and Leaders prayer 
groups moved online during the lockdowns of mid 2021 and continued like this through to the later 
months of the year. These groups meet one a month on the first Friday of the month and the third 
Tuesday. This means that at least one LifeStream leader is meeting with other Christian leaders on 
a fortnightly basis for prayer. This is LifeStream’s key activity in building the unity of the Body of 
Christ. 
 
The eldership still strongly believes in the call of God on LifeStream and, like many other Christian 
churches the Western world, we are finding that people are becoming less receptive to the 
message of the Gospel. That does not mean that God has given up on them but we will work his 
sovereign will with people in his way and his timing. The disruptions of both 2020 and 2021 have 
shaken many to their core and left many unsure of what they had put their “faith” in. This is a great 
opportunity for the Gospel. 
 
The eldership continues to seek God’s guidance for LifeStream on a regular basis with a particular 
focus on hearing his heart. We encourage each member of LifeStream to likewise seek his heart for 
your own life and listen to him during your week to understand where he would have you and 
what message he wants to bring through your life. 
 
Regards and God’s Blessing 
The Elders: Michael Branch, Marjorie Waugh, Peter and Kim Taylor. 
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Missions Yearly Report 2021 
 
(Report prepared by Peter Taylor) 
 
This has been our second year of the Corona Virus pandemic around the world, affecting us all and 
the way we and our colleagues do mission. 
 
Australian and Local Missions 
Our local mission for many in the church was sharing to those in one’s household or neighbourhood, 
the grace and mercy of a Loving Father. During the pandemic the world tried hard to push people 
apart, using “Fear of sickness” as it’s tactic.  But I know that God’s Grace overcomes all fear so this 
tactic will fail, and people will need each other to survive. It is assuring to know that God is above all 
things (good and evil) and that no matter how bad the situation may feel there is HOPE for all the 
Sons and Daughters in Christ.  
 
All ministry activity within the church facilities were placed on hold as per our government's request 
for most of the year. It became too difficult for some of these ministries to re-establish those 
connections and structures at short notice and no guarantee that they could stay open all year. 
COVID was a challenge for ministries everywhere. 
 
We encouraged members of the church to reach out to others individually and we are still spending 
a Sunday morning a month specially to do with outreach, either by praying and prayer walking 
around the area of Wanniassa and Erindale centre, and by actively talking to people we meet in the 
community around us. 
 
Murray did meet with a group at the mental health prison consistently. This was done on zoom when 
face to face meetings where not allowed. 
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International Missions 
As part of Lifestream’s commitment to the Australian Charities and Not for Profits Commission 
(ACNC), we continue to review our compliance with respect to international missionaries. This is and 
will be, an ongoing activity to make sure that our integrity is upheld as an active community church 
that works within the local and international communities. 
 
Activities the missionaries we support have been involved with are below in alphabetical order. 
 
Carrascos 
Due to the pandemic year Oscar was only involved in building a few homes. Kirsty was involved in 
helping where she could within YWAM. Most activities she has been involved with during 2021 have 
been teaching English and the Homework Bus, were restricted for most of the year. The Homework 
Bus became the open door to assist families through the COVID pandemic in Mexico. 
 
Hays  
The Hays were at Ikethelo in South Africa the whole year. With lockdowns and volunteers unable to 
come and support them, they had a very busy year educating children as well as their normal duties 
of helping to keep the orphanage organised. At the end of the year, restrictions lifted that enabled 
a family from England to come and join the team. A blessing that was truly needed. 
 
The other miracle in this challenging COVID year was that their visas needed to be renewed. Due to 
COVID and the impact this has had on South African government’s processing of visas, a change in 
the government’s position with respect to these regulations enabled those people whose visas had 
expired and who were waiting on an application for new visa to be provided, to leave the country 
without being banned for 5 years even though their visas had expired. This miracle will allow for the 
Hays to return to Australia in the year of 2022 while their still waiting for the visa to be processed 
back in South Africa.  
 
JCLCM, the Flores and Bautistas’ 
Restrictions due to COVID outbreaks within Manila made it hard for the Bautista and Flores to earn 
income, as the JCLCM church was closed most of the year. This was also the same for many members 
within the church congregation, who are dependent on working in the streets to earn money to then 
buy food for their families.  
 
LSCF – was able to increase giving during this hardship time to support JCLCM in this hardship period. 
 
Jenny Bautista continued her breast cancer treatment.  
Mercylink and the Parrs  
LifeStream continued to provide support for their food parcel ministry during the year. Due to 
restrictions, the church has not been able to meet all the time like most churches around the world. 
There was also some “stay at home” orders, check points with police displaying weapons etc...  But 
Angel and Roo were allowed to visit their church community outside of the boundary control points 
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that stopped most and hand out food parcels under these special permissions. This they thank God 
for as many in their congregation couldn’t earn money to buy food. It was also a hard year for many 
of their church members who lost family members to the sickness that Covid has bought upon the 
area. 
 
Murray stepped down from the role of Mission Leader at the end of December 2021. 
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Discipleship and Pastoral Care Report for 2021 
 
(Prepared by Peter Taylor) 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to share some highlights, amongst the difficulties of consistency of 
face-to-face meetings during 2021, in the areas of Discipleship and Pastoral Care. One thing is for 
sure, we all learnt how to setup and run meetings online and pretty much had this “down pat” by 
the end of the calendar year.  

2021 was a year of uncertainty for many as restrictions on public gatherings were still enforced. Even 
though this was different, we found new ways of connecting and caring for one another. Greater 
appreciation for face to face meetings was echoed when we were able to gather again under less 
restrictions. 

Pro Active Preparation for Discipleship 
Missional Training Groups were formed by late April. One of the aims of these groups was to connect 
more regularly along with inviting people to join a ‘physically distant but socially connected’ 
Missional Group. These groups were to be training in missional thinking and living and for reaching 
our already formed relational networks as well as any new people who are interested in Jesus. We 
used teaching material to facilitate learning about local mission in an engaging and practical way.  
 
These groups were held online or by phone. Marjorie was already facilitating a group, Peter and 
Kim along with Michael and Andrea, and Murray and Caroline also facilitated groups.  

Refresh Ladies 
Refresh seeks to present a holistic approach to caring for our whole person- body, mind, spirit and 
soul. Time and restrictions prevented any formal events from happening over the year other than 
catching up for lunch events. 
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Visitation 
It was great to visit those who were unable to come to our meetings on a Sunday and to encourage 
and pray for those who were unwell. We appreciate all who are involved with visiting and caring for 
the body of Christ.  

It was a privilege to be able to visit one of our oldest members and be part of her last hours and 
funeral. Due to covid 19, numbers were restricted to the family members (along with Murray and 
Caroline) in attendance.  

Ladies Connect Group 
We spent the year focusing on Timothy, Titus, Philemon and then walking through the Bible looking 
at major themes and true accounts though out Scripture. This has been great to see world history 
unfold for us and seeing God’s plan of redemption and salvation all through Scripture. It is always a 
rich time of connecting to God through Scripture, song, prayer and fellowship.  

Men’s Ministry	
Peter led the meeting of some men within and external to the church over a meal to catch up.  

2020 offered a time of change due to not being able to meet face to face for a time. This enabled us 
to connect over the phone on a consistent basis, and eventually with some home visits providing 
updates and friendly interaction.  

Among the congregation, a renewed sense of relying on and trusting God for safety, public 
gatherings (with social distancing) were reopened enabling us to meet face to face again. It was a 
good time to reflect and wait on God during this unusual time. God is good all the time. We give Him 
the glory and honour for keeping us safe during 2021.  

Caroline Hewitt stepped down from the Pastoral Care and Discipleship role in December 2021. 
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Prayer and Worship Report 2021 
 

 
Marjorie Waugh continued to lead this ministry during 2021. With the changes in the restrictions 
of distance and numbers with these being adjusted as the ACT government seeks to follow current 
health advice with this adjusting in different times throughout 2021 depending on the number of 
COVID cases and with the development of new and different strains of this virus being seen. We 
continued our Sunday meetings in our church building and via Zoom for those overseas or unable 
to attend when necessary. Undertaking prayer and worship during 2021 with these constraints 
required us to learn new skills and technologies. 
 
With the embracing of a new year so comes a fresh challenge to reach out to those in our local 
areas, around the church, our homes/neighbourhood and undertake prayer walking with the 
opportunity to chat with those as we walk around, it was begun on 14 March and continued while 
there were no restrictions about gathering together.  
over the year conversations and acts of kindness have happened in response to the leading of the 
Holy Spirit as we have sought to have God conversations with those we have contact with regularly 

Our regular commitment to prayer continues within our Sunday morning service in small groups 
for 10 mins approximately additionally the leadership continued to faithfully pray over each person 
who was part of the LSCF congregation in 2021 regularly 

2021 continued to be a very interesting time in human history we were really seeking to be 
pressing into God, seeking Him as to the way forward and having time to do this daily with the 
present world situation. With our meeting format being adjusted to reflect the growing desire to 
reach those around us through God conversations and that hopefully lead to opportunities for 
disciple-making. 

Marjorie Waugh 
 
  



152 Langdon Avenue, Wanniassa ACT 2903  Phone: 02 6231 8332   
ABN: 94208377358  

 
 

Church Support Report for 2021 
 
Overview of Church Support Ministry 
The Church Support Ministry covers the following essential services to the church body and the 
other ministry teams: 

1) Financial management 
2) WHS 
3) Information Technology 
4) Administrative support 
5) Communications 
6) Facilities 

 
2021	Report	
This year the financial management team comprises Kristelle Mann and Janeane Thompson who 
undertake the day-to-day running of the financials of the church, these staff were supervised by 
Michael Branch, the church treasurer. Additionally, Graham Mortimer provides invaluable 
assistance in liaison with government and other agencies. 
 
The purpose of the facilities is to provide a place of worship, ministry and administration for the 
outworking of God’s purposes in and through LifeStream. There were four user groups of the 
LifeStream facility, LifeStream itself, Samoan AOG Church, Big Improvements Tutoring, and 
Tabernacle of David. Throughout 2021 there were various periods of time where the LifeStream 
facility was required to be closed (approximately 5 months across the year). It is a blessing that our 
facilities are able to support such a great range of Christian ministries striving to worship and 
glorify God through His Son as empowered by the Holy Spirit.  
 
WHS	
LifeStream’s WHS functions are primarily provided through the office and Rusty Streatfield as our 
safety officer. Thankfully no incidents occurred during 2021. 
 
Information	Technology	
The information technology area remained relatively static during 2021 owing to it working reliably 
and there being no major needs to be addressed. The implementation of Elvanto Church 
Management software was moved forward very slowly during 2021 and is a continuing focus area 
for 2022. 
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Facilities	
Back in 2015 we adopted a five-year strategic plan for the development of the LifeStream facilities, 
incorporating all buildings and grounds. During 2021 only minor repair and maintenance works 
were undertaken. 
 
In addition to the planned developments, the priority for urgent works is on providing safe, secure 
and healthy facilities. All users of the LifeStream facilities are encouraged to care for the facilities, 
report any concerns to the Church Office, and appreciate God’s blessing through the facilities. The 
support of others in caring for the facilities is sincerely appreciated.  
 
For the whole 2021 year, due to COVID, the focus was the creation of a Safety Plan that outlined 
how we will maintain a safe environment for staff and those who attend at the church property. 
This was achieved by providing the correct COVID safety signs, limiting the number of people per 
square metre and providing hand sanitiser solutions within the different rooms to meet the 
regulations as prescribed by the ACT Government.  
 
The ACT Governments restricted attendance model placed on all churches, the Elders agreed to 
this again allowed us to blend both Online and attendance in church style service. The Elders wish 
to thank all Lifestream members for being so flexible and accommodating to as guidelines changed 
over the year, this helped greatly. 
 
The other Christian groups (Samoan church and Tabernacle of David) that also use our building, 
were unable to operate due to the difficulty they had in meeting the governments requirements. 
Only once the restrictions in number of people were changed, allowing for more people to attend 
within the venue, did they continue to provide their church or worship services.  
 
Michael Branch 
Interim Church Support Leader 
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Summary	of	Auditor’s	Report		
The financial accounts for the year to 31 December 2021 have been independently audited by 
Gorrell Long Robertson Accountants. The auditor’s report states that the accounts have been 
prepared in accordance with the relevant Act and presents a true and fair view of the financial 
position of LifeStream Christian Fellowship as at 31 December 2021 and over the period 1 January 
2021 to 31 December 2021. The Auditor’s report along with the church’s financial statements will 
be sent to the Office of Regulatory Services in compliance with our obligations as an Incorporated 
Association.  

Summary	of	Balance	Sheet		
LifeStream’s total net assets at 31 December 2021 are $642,427.65 compared to the end of 2020 
of $682,273. 
The accounts show a net operating loss for the period of $42,513 and total available cash funds at 
the end of the year of $63,846. This compares with a net loss for the previous year of $81,473 and 
available cash funds at the end of the previous year of $89,615. 

This reflects the continued turmoil of 2021 and the significant reduction in income that LifeStream 
received during this year. The reduction income was both in the form of general offerings and rent 
from the facilities as a large portion of the year the facility was unused.  

Comparison	of	Offerings	2021	to	2019		
        Total general offerings  Weekly Average  
Financial Year 2021   $ 78,627 $ 1,512 
Financial Year 2020   $ 36,477 $ 701 
Financial Year 2019   $ 118,483 $ 2,278 
   
Missions		
With 20% of all general offerings received going to missions, approximately $20,261 has been used 
for missions. The previous year was $11,034. This represents a significant level of giving to 
missions, especially during another pandemic year and reflects the heart of missions within 
LifeStream Christian Fellowship.  

Operating	Cost		
   FY 2021    FY 2020  

 Employment expenses $100,468   $103,490 
 Utilities expenses  $  5,780   $  5,598 
 General administration expenses  $19,422   $11,032 
 Department expenses, except Missions  $ 911    $  6,109  

	
During	2021	

• Hire of the church building to Samoan AOG Church continued, with Big Improvements 
Tutoring (a Christian tutoring organisation) and Tabernacle of David continuing during 2021, 
albeit at a significantly reduced rate due to the extensive lockdowns. 

• Rental of the manse was ongoing with Jane Werriwa taking over the manse during 2018. 
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Looking	forward	into	2022	
• A significant change is expected during 2022 with Murry and Caroline Hewitt resigning from 

their roles at LifeStream. We do except to return to closer to previous years income levels 
particularly with church hire resuming in full. The reduction in staffing costs will ensure we 
can meet our commitments for 2022. 

 

2022	Budget	
A copy of the Church budget is attached. To cover the operating expenses of the church the 
offering for 2022 will need to be approximately $63,307 or $1,217 per week.  

Conclusions		
As at 31 December 2021, LifeStream’s total net assets, total available cash funds and the net deficit 
for the year were significantly poorer compared to those of the pre COVID years. 

The income for the year 2021 was approximately 50% higher than the previous year, mainly due to 
reduced lockdown periods. 

 
The ministry of Church Treasurer enables other ministries to function. Effective operation of this 
ministry ensures:  

• Ministry resources are paid for; 
• LifeStream members’ mission support is distributed in a timely manner to our mission 

partners and overseas missionaries; 
• the payment of salaries and entitlements; and   
• the remittance of bills for services provided to LifeStream. 

 
The Treasurer in combination with the Church Secretary interfaces with many external 
organisations, such as:  

• the Australian Taxation Office,   
• the Australian Bureau of Statistics,  
• the Australian Charities and Not for profit Commission, 
• the ACT Office of regulatory Services 
• insurance companies, and other private companies.  

 

These activities represent both LifeStream’s statutory obligations and business requirements. 

Janeane Thompson and Kristelle Mann continued to be engaged by LifeStream to provide 
bookkeeping services. Graham Mortimer has provided invaluable assistance in interactions with 
government agencies and payroll activities. 
 
Thank you to Kristelle, Janeane, and Graham for all they have done during the year. 
 
Michael Branch 
Treasurer 
May 2022 
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Trust Account Transactions for Financial Year 2021 
  

LifeStream Christian Fellowship 
152 Langdon Ave, 

Wanniassa, ACT, 2903 
  
  

Account Transactions [Accrual] 
January 2021 To December 2021 

      
    Debit Credit 
      
      
      

2-7100 Kidstream Sponsorship $600.00 $1,012.50 
2-7300 Rupert Parr $19,415.74 $19,107.74 
2-7400 Carrascos $18,476.14 $17,940.00 
2-7450 Hay Family Support $10,310.00 $10,556.00 
2-7600 Bernard & Mely Flores $1,068.40 $1,068.40 
2-7700 Nelson & Jenny Bautista $397.40 $313.40 
   Totals $50,267.68 $49,998.04 
    

 
  

  
  

  
        

 
  
Funds in the Trust Accounts are held in trust for various mission projects. This represents 
contributions from both LifeStream church members and other external parties that wish use 
LifeStream’s existing processes to direct their support payments to these mission projects. 



 

Budget Financial Year 2022 
  
See attached Budget spreadsheet. 

 


